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The Code of Canon Law states that after a diocesan bishop has consulted the Presbyteral Council 

and if he judges it opportune, a pastoral council is to be established in each parish. (c. 536). The 

parish pastoral council, governed by the norms of the Code, allows the Christian faithful to be of 

assistance to the pastor in fostering pastoral activity in the parish. The Archbishop of New 

Orleans requires that there be a pastoral council in each parish.  

The role of the Parish Pastoral Council shall be consultative. The meetings of the Pastoral 

Council are authorized by the pastor or administrator who approves the agenda. While it is 

expected that the pastor give due consideration to the advice of the council, the pastor, in concert 

with the pertinent regulations of the Archdiocese, is responsible for all decisions affecting the 

life of the parish. The Pastoral Council may only be convened by the pastor (or priest 

administrator) of the parish; this body is not permitted to meet without the presence of the pastor 

(or priest administrator). Since the Pastoral Council is a consultative body, it makes 

recommendations to the pastor through consensus, not through any majority vote. 

The Pastoral Council shall be made up of six to eight members. It shall include ex-officio the 

pastor who presides over the pastoral council. A quorum of at least half the number of members 

shall be required for each meeting. Meetings will be scheduled approximately every two months, 

but not less than four times in a fiscal year. Minutes shall be kept at each meeting and retained in 

the parish office. In order to foster unity and collaboration among the two parish councils, one 

meeting each year shall be a joint meeting of the Pastoral Council and the Finance Council. 

Members of the Pastoral Council:  

• shall be appointed by the pastor in consultation with the pastoral and finance councils 

after he has solicited and heard recommendations from parishioners;  

• shall be representative of the parish according to age and ethnic diversity; 

• shall serve a term of three years;  

• may be reappointed for one additional consecutive term, at the discretion of the pastor;  

• must be supportive of the teachings of the Catholic Church;  

• must be active members of the parish.  

• One member of the pastoral council shall be appointed by the pastor to be chair of the 

council. The chair will meet with the pastor before each meeting to develop an agenda 

and will represent the parish at an annual archdiocesan meeting of Pastoral Council 

Chairs. 

• Parochial vicars or deacons canonically assigned to the parish will be invited to Pastoral 

Council meetings as ex officio members. 

 

Among the duties of the Pastoral Council are:  

• setting direction, mission, vision, and values for the parish,  

• participating in pastoral planning,  

• collaborating with the parish Finance Council,  

• reviewing and promoting the service and ministry activities of the parish,  

• fostering unity and a sense of community in the parish and an awareness of the place of 

the parish in the archdiocese and the universal Church, and 

• supporting diocesan initiatives.  


